MEGASTART
FOR SUCCESSFUL
LAMBING AND CALVING

MEGASTART PRODUCT GUIDE

Successful lambing and
calving START’s here
Ruminant livestock are fed a forage-based ration. Whether it’s
fresh or conserved the mineral content of such forages does not
generally meet the animals’ minimum dietary requirement.
Modern grassland management further represses the availability
of minerals and trace elements therefore feeding supplements is an
important practice to achieve e cient productivity from livestock.
In the weeks leading up to lambing and calving supplements
should supply livestock with e ective nutrition and balance any
shortfalls in their diet. Conditioning the gut, stimulating the
immune system and improving colostrum quality are key factors
that must be addressed in order to rear thriving o spring.
Megastart is an innovative range of lambing/calving products
that are designed to improve the animals natural defences.

Independent research conducted at Myerscough College con rms
that supplementing livestock with Megastart products will
signi cantly improve colostrum quality and in turn bene t the
newborn animal. Megastart incorporates a unique single strain
yeast cell wall material, rich in mannan-oligosaccharides (MOS)
and beta glucans that works by inhibiting the binding of pathogens
to the gut wall. This enhances digestive e ciency, decreases
pathogen pressure, and promotes an improved immune response.
Megastart products are perfectly balanced with a comprehensive
range of vitamins, minerals and trace elements giving livestock all
the key nutrients needed to produce healthy thriving o spring.
Megastart products have been extensively researched at
Myerscough College, with independent results con rming that the
Megastart range o ers quality, cost e ective performance.
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MEGASTART
Pre-Lambing
Careful management of ewes during late pregnancy is key to
a trouble-free lambing and for the discerning shepherd,
Megastart Ewe & Lamb can form a key part of this strategy.
Megastart Ewe & Lamb incorporates a speci c cell wall
material produced from a single strain of yeast which contains a
high level of speci c sugars called Mannan-oligosaccharides (MOS)
and beta glucans, inclusion of which has been shown, by
independent research at Myerscough College, to stimulate the
immune system and improve both colostrum quality
and yield.
Lambing Research: Two groups of twin-bearing Mule ewes from
the Myerscough ock lambing between the 8th – 23rd of March
were split into a control and treatment group. Both were given
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access to their “normal” high quality TMR, with one group being
additionally supplemented with Megastart Ewe & Lamb.
Colostrum samples were taken, frozen and analysed for IgG
content. The results were statistically signi cant with the
Megastart treated group o ering on average 15.2% increase in
colostrum IgG content.
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PRE-LAMBING

Colostrum is key: Plentiful, quality colostrum is of extreme
importance, providing energy to the newborn lamb, fuelling
heat production and preventing hypothermia. It’s the rst
nutrition that the newborn lamb receives and is integral to the
initiation and promotion of gut development and
immunoglobulin absorption. Early access to good quality
colostrum is vital for preparing the lamb to defend against
infection as immunoglobulin absorption e ciency falls rapidly
within the rst 24 hours.
“The primary function of Megastart Ewe & Lamb is to
condition the gut, stimulate the immune system and
improve colostrum IgG (antibodies). This in turn promotes
improved lamb vigour/vitality, increasing growth rates and
reducing lamb deaths.”

An independent trial conducted at Myerscough College
involving 120 Texel X lambs shows lambs fed Megastart Ewe
& Lamb grow faster compared to lambs fed grass alone.
A statistically signi cant 33% increase in DLWG was recorded
when lambs had access to Megastart.
A balanced source of minerals, protein and vitamins,
Megastart Ewe & Lamb also provides lambs with an
excellent source of energy from sugars, starch and protected fat
to achieve a quicker nish at grass allowing for a reduction in
feed costs and a sharper turn around on nished stock.
The conclusion of the trial states that even after the cost
of the product is taken into account, a substantial increase in
pro t can be achieved when Megastart Ewe & Lamb is made
available to lambs at grass.

Dr Cli Lister - Scotmin Nutrition, Technical Director
Lead researcher Anya Westland concludes:
Improving DLWG Research: Megastart Ewe & Lamb has
proven itself to be a leading pre-lambing supplement, and more
recently it has been proven to improve DLWG in growing/
nishing lambs at grass.

“Supplementation of Megastart Ewe & Lamb is a cost
e ective method of enhancing the fattening process and
making nishing lambs a more pro table enterprise for the
farmer.”
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MEGASTART
Ewe & Lamb
Megastart Ewe & Lamb is a free-choice feed lick designed to
supplement the ewe during the 4-6 weeks before lambing. With
intakes between 100-150g per day Megastart Ewe & Lamb
supplies high energy, high quality protein, Vitamin E and selenium,
important factors in the production of rich colostrum. Megastart
Ewe & Lamb also o ers signi cant bene ts when o ered to
growing/ nishing lambs at grass. The vitamins, minerals and trace
elements help to balance forage de ciencies and the high levels of
sugars, starch and protected fat provide lambs with an excellent
source of energy allowing for improved growth rates.
● A free access feed tub used in the 4-6 weeks prior to lambing
● Research proven to improve IgG content by 15.2%
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GUIDELINES
FOR: Sheep
FEEDING TIME: Spring
FEEDING RATE:
100-150g /ewe/day
40-75g/lamb/day
AVAILABLE IN: 20kg+80kg

● Provides ewes with an excellent source of energy from sugars,
starch and protected fat and high quality rumen bypass protein
to meet the increased demands of the pregnant ewe
● A balanced source of minerals, protein and vitamins, including
Vitamin E to improve lamb vigour and Vitamin B1 to reduce
problems with CCN
● Contains a unique yeast cell wall material, designed to activate
the animals’ immune system and improve colostrum quality
● Lactose inclusion provides a readily available carbohydrate
source
● Research proven to improve DLWG in lambs at grass by 33%

“I have been using Megastart Ewe & Lamb since it launched
and made the change simply because the bucket I was using
just didn’t seem to be working as well as it once did. Megastart

PRE-LAMBING

on the other hand has been working well for me, the ewes are
healthy and the lambs are getting up and suckling quickly.
I believe that if you feed the right minerals to the ewes, it will
eventually lter through to the lambs, which certainly is the
case with Megastart.”
Dougie Runciman - Huntington Farm

Megastart Ewe & Lamb Speci cation
Calcium %

6.7

Vitamin A iu/kg

50000

Magnesium %

1.5

Vitamin D3 iu/kg

10000

Phosphorus %

0.2

Vitamin E mg/kg

1000

Sodium %

3

Vitamin B12 ug/kg

500

Manganese mg/kg

500

Vitamin B1 mg/kg

200

Zinc (total) mg/kg

1000

Protein %

12.2

Zinc (protected) mg/kg

250

Oil %

12.2

Cobalt mg/kg

5

ME (DM) MJ/kg

12.8

Iodine mg/kg

25

MOS & ß-Glucans

3

Selenium mg/kg

3
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MEGASTART
Pre-Calving
The Megastart calving range consists of 3 products, each
designed speci cally to meet the needs of dairy and suckler cows
during the dry period. Megastart Pre-Calver is a molassed mineral
lick suitable for both dairy and suckler cows. Megastart Dry Cow is
a high-quality mineral designed to exactly meet the needs of dairy
cows in preparation for calving and lactation. Megastart Suckler
Cow supplies all the necessary minerals and vitamins required for a
healthy cow and calf.

Research: To determine the e ects that Megastart Dry Cow has
on colostrum, a trial was commissioned at Myerscough College.
This trial looked at the e ect of supplementing pregnant Holstein
cross Friesian cows with Megastart Dry Cow 4-6 weeks pre-calving,
when compared to an ordinary dry cow mineral. The outcome of
the trial was a statistically signi cant - an extra 1.96kg of
colostrum (P=0.024) produced by the Megastart group at rst
milking.

All three products contain the same unique yeast cell wall
material that is included in Megastart Ewe & Lamb. On the back
of the successful results shown in the Ewe & Lamb trials, research
was commissioned to ascertain the bene ts of Megastart as a
pre-calving supplement.

Control
Megastart
0Kg
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PRE-CALVING

This 35% increase in colostrum production immediately
post-calving is good news; extra nutrition (fat, total solids,
proteins, electrolytes, vitamins etc.) for the neonatal calf, just
when it is required!

Keeping just one extra cow in the herd for another lactation
saves the rearing cost of a replacement heifer (£1819 average,
MDC data) or allows another heifer to be sold to improve farm
income

The increased colostrum yield did not come with reduced
colostrum quality as can be the case with other products. In this
trial the IgG content of the colostrum was not statistically
di erent between control and cows receiving Megastart
resulting in an increased total yield of IgG.

“In a trial involving Holstein/Friesian dairy cows,
Megastart Dry Cow signi cantly improved colostrum yield
by 35%”

The huge reduction in cows culled for not conceiving in the
Megastart group suggests a stronger immune response and
improved egg quality.

“All calves in Megastart treatment looked very t and
healthy and seemed to get away quicker than the control”

Anya Westland - Lead Researcher

Roger Leach - Farm Manager

Percentage culled for not conceiving
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MEGASTART
Pre-Calver
Megastart Pre-Calver is a valuable supplement for both dairy
and suckler cows during the dry period. With a low level of calcium
and a high level of magnesium, Megastart Pre-Calver can be used
in conjunction with a balanced dry cow diet to reduce the risk of
milk fever at calving. This molassed mineral lick is designed to be
fed on a free-choice basis in the last 4-6 weeks of pregnancy where
daily intakes are typically 100-200g per head.
Megastart Pre-Calver also contains a speci c cell wall material
produced from a single strain of yeast. The yeast product contains
a high level of speci c sugars called mannan oligosaccharides
(MOS) and beta glucans, inclusion of which has been shown, by
independent research, to stimulate the immune system and
improve colostrum quality and yield. Also included is a full
complement of trace minerals for the dry period including copper
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GUIDELINES
FOR: Beef & Dairy
FEEDING TIME: Dry Period
FEEDING RATE:
100-200g head/day
AVAILABLE IN: 20kg+80kg

and zinc from both conventional and protected glycinate sources. In
addition a proportion of selenium comes from a selenium enriched
yeast. All of this is combined with optimum levels of Vitamin E
and iodine, ensuring that Megastart Pre-Calver is a product that
farmers can truly rely on during the dry period.
● Pre-calving supplement for non-lactating cows in the last 4-6
weeks of gestation
● High levels of Selenium and Vitamin E for quality colostrum
● Designed to increase colostrum quality and yield
● Contains a unique yeast cell wall, designed to improve gut
condition
● Low in Calcium and high in Magnesium to stimulate the cow’s
metabolism and help reduce the risk of milk fever
● Promotes easier calving

PRE-CALVING

“Since making the switch to Megastart Pre-Calver I have
noticed a huge reduction in the number of calves lost at birth.
Calves lost at birth have been the lowest it has ever been.
Intakes are consistent and there is no waste. It is clear to me
that there is a signi cant improvement in colostrum.”
Danny Wyllie - Newroddige Farm

Megastart Pre-Calver Speci cation
Calcium %

3.6

Cobalt mg/kg

50

Magnesium %

10.0

Iodine mg/kg

250

Phosphorus %

2.0

Selenium (total) mg/kg

25

Sodium %

6.7

Selenium (protected) mg/kg

2

Manganese mg/kg

2000

Vitamin A iu/kg

Zinc (total) mg/kg

4000

Vitamin D3 iu/kg

40000

Zinc (protected) mg/kg

300

Vitamin E mg/kg

5000

Copper (total) mg/kg

1250

Vitamin B12 ug/kg

2000

MOS & ß-Glucans

3

Copper (protected) mg/kg 250
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MEGASTART
Dry Cow
This low calcium powdered mineral is designed to be fed to the
pregnant cow in the last 4-6 weeks of gestation, in order to prepare
the cow for calving and lactation. Combining high levels of both
Vitamin E and selenium Megastart Dry Cow promotes a healthy
immune system and is designed to optimise colostrum quality.
The inclusion of a unique yeast cell wall derivative acts to trigger
an auto-immune response and binds to bacteria and pathogens
in the digestive system of the animal, in order to maximise gut
health and nutrient absorption. Megastart Dry Cow will help in the
management of a stress-free calving.
● Incorporates a comprehensive range of minerals and trace
elements meaning there is no need for further supplementation
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GUIDELINES
FOR: Beef & Dairy
FEEDING TIME: Dry Period
FEEDING RATE:
100-150g head/day
AVAILABLE IN: 25kg

● Can be fed as part of a pre-calving ration, mixed with cereals,
incorporated in a TMR system or simply top dressed
● Pre-Calving research con rms a 35% increase in colostrum yield
● Contains a unique yeast cell wall to improve gut condition
● Low levels of calcium to stimulate the cow’s metabolism
● Copper, zinc and selenium included in protected form
● Reduces the incidences of milk fever
● Promotes easier calving

“We have 300 milking cows with about 300 youngstock
followers and decided to start using Megastart after the results
of blood tests showed that the animals were lacking certain
minerals and trace elements in their diet. Since we started
using Megastart the calves seem a lot thriftier when they are

PRE-CALVING

born and the cows appear to have better quality colostrum
which has allowed the calves to get up and go a lot quicker.
Calving has become easier since the introduction of Megastart
and we are nding we are having fewer problems with dry
calvings.”
Ray Brown - The Orchard Farm

Megastart Dry Cow Speci cation
Calcium %

1.4

Cobalt mg/kg

60

Magnesium %

20

Iodine mg/kg

300

Phosphorus %

4

Selenium (total) mg/kg

27.5

Sodium %

12.8

Selenium (protected) mg/kg

2.5

Manganese mg/kg

3000

Vitamin A iu/kg

Zinc (total) mg/kg

6000

Vitamin D3 iu/kg

Zinc (protected) mg/kg

500

Vitamin E mg/kg

5000

Copper (total) mg/kg

1500

Vitamin B12 ug/kg

3000

MOS & ß-Glucans

3

Copper (protected) mg/kg 200
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MEGASTART
Suckler Cow

FOR: Beef
FEEDING TIME:
Pre/Post Calving
FEEDING RATE:
100-150g head/day
AVAILABLE IN: 25kg

Megastart Suckler Cow is a powdered mineral speci cally
designed for suckler cows pre and post-calving, supplying all the
necessary minerals and vitamins required for a healthy cow and
calf.

High Vitamin E and selenium levels help to increase the quantity
of colostrum, a vital factor in the early development of the calf’s
immune system. The selenium level also helps combat typically low
levels seen in UK forages.

With a high level of magnesium, this mineral is suited to all year
round supplementation. The weather proo ng included makes it
suitable to feed outdoors in a trough, top dressed, or included in a
TMR.

● Specially formulated to provide suckler cows the minerals and
vitamins they need pre and post-calving
● Weatherproofed for inside and outside feeding
● Promotes a healthy immune system
● Optimises quantity and quality of colostrum – vital in the early
life of the calf
● Contains a unique yeast cell wall designed to promote gut
health

A unique yeast cell wall is included to promote a healthy gut,
with optimum levels of zinc and iodine included to aid the immune
system response.
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PRE-CALVING

“We have been using Megastart Suckler Cow for a number
of years to enhance colostrum and improve calving within our
suckler cows. It’s essential to give calves as much chance as
possible during this delicate period, as well as ensuring the
cows receive the correct nutrition for calving. Colostrum is
essential for the calves immune system and future
survivability, therefore getting this right is a must.”
Sion Williams - Buccleuch Estates

Megastart Suckler Cow Speci cation
Calcium %

16.7

Cobalt mg/kg

40

Magnesium %

12

Iodine mg/kg

300

Phosphorus %

2

Selenium (total) mg/kg

25

Sodium %

8

Selenium (protected) mg/kg

2

Manganese mg/kg

2000

Vitamin A iu/kg

Zinc (total) mg/kg

6500

Vitamin D3 iu/kg

80000

Zinc (protected) mg/kg

500

Vitamin E mg/kg

2500

Copper (total) mg/kg

1500

Vitamin B12 ug/kg

2000

MOS & ß-Glucans

3

Copper (protected) mg/kg 200
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The
best
START
in life
you
can
give...
17

MEGASTART PRODUCT GUIDE

Notes
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